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Essential Questions

Content

Skills

At the end of a long,
successful life filled with
love and joy, how do we
want to be remembered at
the end of our lives?

EXPLORING
VALUES WITHIN
OURSELVES

Analyze personal goals
through the writing of
epitaphs.

How do our values govern
our daily behavior?

Exploring Our Value
System

Generate daily journals
reflecting on moral and
ethical situations.

How much of "who we are"
is shaped by our families?
How much of "who we are"
is shaped by our early
childhood development?

Steps to Making an
Ethical Decision

How can we apply the
meaning of ethical terms to
our discussions?

Propel conversations by
asking and responding
to questions posed by
peers

Define and apply
vocabulary terms to real
-life situations.

Why must a discussion of
values include
specific character traits?
VOCABULARY:
How much of "who we are"
is shaped by others in our
early years?

Code of Ethics

Belief System

Principles

Analyze Fulgham's 'code
of values' as expressed
in All I Really Need to
Know I Learned in
Kindergarten and relate
to every day ethic
dilemmas.

Social Values

Social Responsibility

Ethical Dilemma

Journal/Epitaph: When
your life is over, and it is
all said and done, what
would you like people to
say about you, your
character, what you
stood for?
Discussion: What does it
mean to live a good life?

Implement newlyacquired understanding
of value system through

Standards/PIs

Resources/Notes
All I Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten by Robert Fulgham
Ethics: The Drama of the Moral Life by Piotr
Jaroszuski and Mathew Anderson
Teachable Moment: Morningside Center for
Teaching Social Responsibility:
www.teachablemoment.org

Ongoing Daily Journals
(Based on All I Really
Need to Know I Learned
in Kindergarten)
Exercise: A Person
Should Be...20 character
traits to rank in order of
importance
Rubric for skit
evaluation.
Peer critique and
feedback for skits.

Value

Morals

Assessments

http://frank.mtsu.edu/~u101irm/steps.html :
steps to ethical decisions

Ethical Decision
Making

the writing and
performing of short,
original skits.

Demonstrate knowledge
of the steps to making
an ethical decision
through students
created skits.

How do our values stand
up to challenges we face in
school?
Why is a strong value
system important in the
school setting?
How do we assess the role
schools should play in
teaching values and
virtues?
Why must students be
active participants in
designing and establishing
behavioral guidelines?

Why does being a part of a
group both enhance and
detract from our ability to
make socially responsible
decisions?

Why is a strong value
system important in the
school setting?
How does a
school encourage students
to behave ethically?

EXPLORING
VALUES WITHIN
OUR SCHOOLS

Standardized
Testing and
Education

Cite important facets of
our existing integrity
policy at ITHS.

Compare various
academic integrity
policies to locate
commonalities and
differences.

Grading Policies

Coping with
Competition

Sportsmanship

Plagiarism and
Cheating

Relationships with
Peers

Relationships with
Teachers

Student Handbook

Define respect and
disrespect by creating
word webs

Create and perform skits
related to moral
responsibility and ethics
related to school

Discussion about the
importance of academic
integrity
Reactions (written and
verbal) to the assigned
articles
Journal: In your
experience, why do you
think students cheat?
Are schools doing
enough to prevent
cheating? Is copying
homework really such a
big deal?
Student Handbook
Addendum for Moral
Responsibility in the
School Setting

Island Trees High School Academic Integrity
Guidelines
Various College Academic Integrity Policies
Samples of Breeching Academic Integrity
Policies in
College: http://web.cuny.edu/academics/info
-central/policies/academic-integrity.pdf
(CUNY is only one example)

"Lie, Cheat and Steal: High School Ethics
Surveyed" - msnbc.com article
"High School Ethics - Honesty is Out" - a
response to msnbc.com survey by Dr. Keith
Ablow
"The Six Es of Character Education" by Kevin
Ryan, Director of the Boston University
Center for the Advancement of Ethics and
Character (for teacher use with Student
Handbook Addendum for Moral Responsibility
in the School Setting Activity).

Rubric for skit
evaluation.

"High Schools Offer Grade Boosts to Students
Who Improve Test Scores" - by Howard
Blume, Los Angeles Times

Peer critique and
feedback for skits.

Urban Dictionary: www.urbandictionary.com

How are values tested in
the community?

Why is it important to be
socially responsible and
respond to a civic duty?

How do
social networking situations
test a person's values,
moral and social
responsibilities?

Why is it important for
students to debate issues?

EXPLORING OUR
VALUES WITHIN
OUR COMMUNITY

Social Networking:
Facebook, Texting,
Instant Messaging

Ethics in the
Workplace

Examine community
issues of values and
morality through current
events.

Evaluate and judge
behavior of others in
social situations.

Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives.

Identifiy, interpret and
assess moral dilemmas

Topical Current
Events articles

Structure of
Moral/Ethical
Dilemmas

Support decisions
involving moral and
ethical dilemmas
through writing and
debate

Write and perform skits
involving moral and
ethical dilemmas within
the community

Apply Pausch's chapter
on allocating one's time
wisely to one's own life.

Journal: How has
facebook affected
behavior? Write about a
recent incident where
your values were tested
or compromised
involving social
networking.

Randy Pausch, The Last Lecture: Excerpts
from novel and film
Teachable Moment: Morningside Center for
Teaching Social Responsibility:
www.teachablemoment.org
Moral reflections and scenarios by Professor
Michael Sandel www.justiceharvard.org

Rubric for applying
values and moral
standards to ethical
dilemmas

Classic and modern moral dilemmas from
www.friesian.com/valley/dilemmas.htm
Rubric for skit
evaluation.

Peer critique and
feedback for skits.

Class debates

Journals reflecting the
ideas and lessons
gleaned from Randy
Pausch's The Last
Lecture
Socratic seminars

Chart their "time"
budget

Immanuel Kant's generalized structure of
moral/ethical dilemmas
www.friesian.com/valley/dilemmas.htm

Essential Questions
What are the painful and
joyful effects of emotional
ties?
What are the expectations
and/or responsibilities that
come with emotional ties?
How does society shape a
person or do people shape
society?
What role does setting play
in the lives of both fictional
characters and individuals
in modern society?

Content
EXPLORING OUR
VALUES WITHIN OUR
WORLD

Current Domestic Issues
(cyberbullying, economy,
politics, media, celebrity)

Current World Issues (war,
international slavery,
religious freedom, religious
tolerance)

Use newspaper articles to
identify issues of values
and morality throughout
the world

Synthesize readings
from Tuesdays with Morrie
and apply these lessons to
their own lives.

Initiate and participate
effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions
with diverse partners and
members of the
community: school board
members, administrators,
Town of Hempstead
leaders, ITMS senior
citizens, Scope day care,
elementary school
tutoring, League of Women
Voters, etc.

How can teenagers make a
difference in this
community?
How does altruism benefit
both the giver and
receiver?

Skills

Community Service Project

Guided questions to
accompany newspaper
articles

Quizzes on reading
assignments
Journal writing for selfreflection based on
Morrie's lessons

Standards/PIs

Resources/Notes
Pay it Forward - film

Teachable Moment: Morningside
Center for Teaching Social
Responsibility:
www.teachablemoment.org

Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with
Morrie assorted readings

Newsday Future Corps
Rubric and oral
presentation for
Community Service Project

http://www.volunteernassau.org/

www.1-800-volunteer.org
Research a variety
of community service
projects

Organize and plan
community service project

Key to Standards used in this Map

Assessments

Ethnic Pen documentary

